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give up all and follow your lord55
lord
testimony and exhortation in
early mormon womens letters

1831 1839

janiece johnson

omen composed a significant portion of the early converts who
would follow joseph smith over hundreds of miles and through the
fires of persecution lucy mack smith rebecca williams phebe peck and
melissa dodge represent well the dedication and testimony of such early
latter day saint women despite separation from loved ones and the dangers and difficulties they would face as church members religion was the
guiding factor in their lives these women testified of the value of their
experiences and exhorted others to give up all and follow your lord
regardless of the trials that were required of them
the early history of the saints is one of transition the spiritual transformation of individuals from an old lifestyle to a new the theological
development of the church and the actual physical movement of the
saints from one location to another the history of the saints and of
church leadership during the church s first ten years of existence are well
chronicled though the familiar narratives leave out many integral parts of
the story the manner in which the history of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints has been written is characteristic of the changing historio
graphy of united states religious history in general only since the late
toriography
igmos have historians focused extensively on women s documents and
ig6os
i96os
made concerted efforts to include women and others previously omitted in
the historical tapestry
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while considerable historical scholarship has recently been directed
toward the study of women after the organization of the relief society in
1842 many stories of the female members of the church in the 1830s
i83os
remain untold 2 no comprehensive attempt has been made to bring light
to the women residing in this historical hollow 3
this deficit in documentation is due to several problems extant collected records of women in america are sparse not only were there at
times tendencies for women to neglect writing but those who were literate
often lacked the time and resources to commit their experiences to paper
1I
As hepzibah richards penned to a family member in 1838 1
must be brief
for 1I expect both time and paper will fail me before 1I have said one half I
114
women s organizations in the early church lacked both the tenure
wish
wish4
wisha
and continuity necessary to insure that the significant role women performed was not overlooked and it is only in the last decades that histori
fistori
cal repositories have made an aggressive effort to acquire the documentation
for women s history two historians charles sellers and susan juster have
used this absence of information to conclude that early mormon women
were few in number and short on influence or that latter day saint leaders
were misogynists seller and juster suggest that women were generally
dragged into mormonism by their husbands and would not have united
1

kenneth godfrey audrey M godfrey
and jill mulvay derr women s voices an untold history of the latter day saints
1830 1900 salt lake city deseret book 1982 and jill mulvay derr janath russell
cannon and maureen ursenbach beecher women of
covenant the story orthe
of the relief
ofcovenant
society salt lake city deseret book 1992 martha sonntag bradley seizing sacred
mormon
space women s engagement in early mormonism dialogue A journal of
ofmormon
thought 27 summer 1994 57 yo
70 specifically explores religious commitment during
the first two decades of the church through an examination of over two hundred
2

for

a few contemporary accounts see

female conversion narratives
3 linda king newell and valeen tippetts avery provide an introduction to
prominent women in kirtland in their article sweet counsel and seas of tribulation the religious life of the women in kirtland BYU studies 20 no 2 1980
151 62 for an expansive bibliography of published material concerning mormon
women see james B alien
ailen ronald W walker and david J whittaker eds studies
allen
in mormon history 1830 1997 an indexed bibliography urbana university of illinois press 2000 1018 38
4 hepsy richards to william richards kirtland january 22 1838 typescript
church archives pen ink and paper were precious in letter writing often every last
of space was utilized at times this meant writing both horizontally and vercentimeter ofspace
tically to maximize writing space see carol cornwall madsen in their own words
women and the story of
Nauvoo salt lake city deseret book 1994 93 95
ofnauvoo
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cormons of their own volition 5 such assumptions in addition to
with the mormons
comprehend
the gap in research on early mormon women call for a more comprehen
compre hen
sive examination of the existing records
the letters presented here augment the recent historical trend to
acknowledge the value of women s voices 6 they provide a glimpse into

charles sellers a prominent jacksonian historian argues that unlike other religious movements of the time mormonism had more men than women because of a
widespread female reluctance to accept the faith according to sellers this demographic in fact reversed the usual female preponderance in religious movements
sellers s analysis of mormonism is not positive for him joseph smith was a resource5

ful trickster who utilized the church he established for his needs sellers s knowledge
of mormonism appears superficial he utilized the example of lucy harris to demonstrate that women fought vigorously against smith and his church and averred that
women could not be baptized unless related to a male saint he asserted the writings
of the most loyal mormon women convey an undertone of resentment charles sellers the market revolution jacksonian america 1815 1846 new york oxford university press 1991 218 25 sellers
seilers s sole named source for this analysis of mormon women
is an unpublished paper that cited elizabeth B tanner and eliza M partridge my cursory reading of writings of both tanner and partridge does not discern a tone of resentment unlike sellers s characterization many mormon women were the first in their
families to join with smith and endure harassment for their beliefs see janiece lyn

give it all up and follow your lord mormon female religiosity
1831 1843
master s thesis brigham young university 2001
expressing views similar to sellers s susan juster a historian at the university of
michigan essentially likened joseph smith to the prophet matthias who preached that
woman is the capsheaf of the abomination of desolation full of all deviltry referring to the intense misogyny displayed by many of these old testament patriarchs
juster assumed that because an organization was patriarchal it was also misogynistic
susan juster the spirit and the flesh gender language and sexuality in american
protestantism in new directions in american religious His
history
histoty
tory ed harry S stout and
toty
D G hart new york oxford university press 1997351
1997 351 in addition in her book disorderly women sexual politics and evangelism in revolutionary new england ithaca
and london cornehl
corneil university press 1994 132 juster suggests that the overt misogcorneli
cornell
yny of mormon patriarchs relegated mormon women to secondary positions at
church and in the home however evidence has not been produced from the writings
of mormon women that they felt like the object of male derision during joseph smith s
lifetime nor has misogyny been found in the prophet s writings in addition the teachings of mormon leaders demonstrate a reverence toward the exalted role of women
mormon women generally reveal an understanding of and a deference to the patriarchal order see ileen ann lecheminant the status of women in the philosophy of
mormonism from 1830 to 1845 master s thesis brigham young university 1942
derr cannon and beecher women of covenant 1 20
6 see for example maureen ursenbach beecher aryed
tryed and purified as gold
mormon women s lives byustudies34
BYU studies
no 4 1994 9516
95 16 34 and kristin hacken
south introduction to the journals of emma lorena barrows brown BYU studies
johnson
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no 4 1994
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two central features of the religious experience of early mormon women
testimony and belief the women considered here believed the book of
mormon and the new revelations given through joseph smith to be the
word of god they felt similar to lehi who after tasting the sweetness of
god s love intensely desired to share it with others olive boynton hale an
early latter day saint woman wrote to her mother
you think that my being called to pass through so many trials and
afflictions might cause me to dought the truth of the great work that is
rolling through the earth with mighty power which thousands are
embracing & rejoiceing that they have been enabled to receive in these
the last days and I1 feel to rejoice with those that do rejoice in the latter
day kingdom which I do know is the work of the lord and it will condefend in the clouds of
tinue to roll on untill christ jesus our lord will desend
1

heaven with power and great glory when the saints shall be caught up to
meet him in the air 7711 pray this may be our happy lot 8

these women testified of their experiences and knowledge and had faith
that their human testimony would awaken that same yearning in their
friends and families so that they too would gather with the saints in zion
despite the general paucity of sources for women s history overall the
archives of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints houses a significant collection of women s writings 9 the four early letters printed here are
a part of that collection and indicate the value of contemporary documentation while autobiographical reminiscences are helpful in recreating life
experiences they often lack the candor and spontaneity encountered in letters although the collection of women s writings is impressive only a few
of these describe the personal lives emotions and activities of early female
saints these contemporary letters are particularly valuable in portraying
women s perspectives in early church history

win be caught up to
at christ s second coming the faithful alive on the earth will
meet him i thes 317 417 the latter day saint interpretation of the doctrine
includes the return of christ and his saints to the newly cleansed earth to reign this
identifies some of the millennialist tendencies of the early saints dac
d&c 8896 10131
7

1

10975

olive B hale to martha hale 1841 new liberty adams county illinois
church archives the full text of olive s letter can be found in johnson give it all
up and follow your lord 143 50
por
sourcesor
Sour cesor
ror
9 christy lee best guide to sources
for studies of mormon women in the church
archives the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city historical
department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1976 A substantial
amount of material has been added to the collection since this guide was published
8
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besides providing important examples of women s writings the letters
provide insight into these women s religious experiences as the focal point
of their lives religion took precedence over every other aspect of their
lives including money social standing geographical location and even
family these women waded through waters of sacrifice to reach their
goals rather than being merely followers they believed on their own at
times dragging their husbands and families to mormonism
from the eloquent writing of lucy mack smith to the unpolished
though poetic articulation of melissa morgan dodge these letters show
women with different levels of education and different experiences
the women shown here do not illustrate perfection they were not without complaints nor were they pollyannish they experienced supreme
hardships and the frustration of the momentary loss of faith but their
overriding message remained these four were stalwart in their convictions dedicated to the latter day saint course during ordeals as refugees in
exile and many other struggles throughout their lifetimes
once in the fold these independent and self actuated women desired
their familial intimates to join them despite the trials they would surely
encounter in hopes of happiness in this life and an ultimate eternal reward
As research continues to elucidate more shadows and complexities in
american religious history greater insight into the motivations and desires
of those who embraced mormonism will expand our understanding and
appreciation of the faith
the four letters printed here reflect a portion of the collection at
church archives my research has uncovered some forty letters written by
women during the first decade of the church no doubt many others exist
but are not available in archival collections while the process of choosing
letters for this document corner was unscientific these four letters are representative of the diversity among early mormon women s letters
the original of each letter with the exception of the phebe peck letter
is located in the church archives the location of phebe peck s letter is
unknown though the church archives possesses a fine photocopy
though faded all of the original letters are in relatively good condition
editorial marks added include carets
to indicate insertions into the
ser
Strikeouts are shown by sep
strik
strikeouts
eouts brackstr
text by the authors themselves strikeouts
ikeatits
indicate my textual clarifications minimal punctuation has been
ets
added for clarity
these four letters capture insights into the lives of four distinctly
different women they were not extremists they were satisfied with their
circumstances like many other women of the time and did not move to
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radically alter their female experience 10 but as their letters demonstrate
once they had felt of god s love and the power of the restored gospel they
rejoiced and were compelled to share it with others fig i n
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excerpt from rebecca williams s 1834 letter to her father isaac swam
swain although
isaac had disowned rebecca for joining the church rebecca continued to share her
testimony of the restoration joseph smith and jesus christ in hope that her family
would one day be converted to the truth the full text of rebecca s letter is printed on
FIG i

pages 100 102

10
io see catherine A brekus strangers and pilgrims in
in america female preaching in
america 1740 1845 chapel hill university of north carolina press 1998 6 7
ii jeremy mumford maintains that the mormon attitude regarding gender was no
different from that of other americans but involved a different more informal concept
of evangelism for women these letters are a prime example of informal warning see
jeremy mumford the sexual dynamics of warning women men and the mormon world mission 1830 1860 senior essay in history yale college may 13 1992
church archives
3
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letter of lucy mack smith to
solomon and ester mack 1831
lucy mack smith experienced a broad spectrum of challenges and
pleasures in her lifetime the woman who became the mother of the
prophet joseph had the personality and mental acuity to mold her indivi
as a female member of the church of christ lucy mack was
viduality
giljum new hampshire because of the influence of
born in july 1775 in gilsum
bucys
macks was a deeply religious home where the bible and
lucys mother the mackswas
education were central this religious emphasis and familial tradition produced children who tended to focus their lives spiritually the macks were
believers in visions healings and miracles the example of her mother and
bucys
lucys
lucys own brush with death generated in lucy a firm desire to provide a
comparable spiritual environment in her home to teach her family to
serve god
lucy mack met joseph smith sr in tunbridge vermont where she
was visiting her brother they were married in 1796 joseph smith sr was
an inwardly religious man who from his familial tradition was suspicious
of organized religion but with the support of her husband lucy centered
her life in spirituality and religion despite her lack of adherence to a par13
ticular church she was introduced to the truths of the restoration
through her third son joseph and though she was older than the other
women included here her testimony is strikingly similar she adapted her
stores of spiritual experience to encompass the new realities she discovered daily through the articulations of her son she was officially united
with the church at her baptism in 1830 at the age of fifty four
lucy was unfailingly strong willed knowledgeable and forthright in
admonishing others and sharing her beliefs with those around her she
was also courageous As a protective mother and an ardent believer in
god lucy once professed to a presbyterian deacon if you should stick
12

biographical information about lucy mack smith comes from richard L
bushman joseph smith and the beginnings of mormonism urbana university of illinois press 1984 and lucy mack smith biographical sketches of joseph smith the
prophet and his progenitorsfor
progenitors for many generations 1853 reprint orem utah grandin
book 1995
13 although she convinced the presbyterian minister in palmyra to baptize her
and three of her children she specified she did not want to be baptized a member of
that church bushman joseph smith 53 n 32
12
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maggots
faggots and even burn me at the stake would declare as
my flesh full of faggots
long as god should give me breath that joseph has got that record and
that know it to be true
true4
trueb A few months later lucy smith led a group of
I1

I1

eighty saints to kirtland in extremely harsh circumstances her company
and at least one other were halted at buffalo by ice on lake erie lucy felt
the necessity to hurry on the journey but the other leaders were inclined
to wait until the ice broke up after chiding those leaders about their lack
of faith lucy and her company boarded their boat and watched the ice
separated to allow their passage 15
As the mother of the prophet lucy was not immune to the privations suffered by the saints throughout their experience she was subjected to the trials of kirtland missouri and nauvoo in nauvoo she lost
her husband of fifty four years and within four years she also witnessed
the passing of four of her five sons two of whom were violently taken
though she expressed her support of brigham and the twelve 16 she
stayed in nauvoo after the saints left she died in nauvoo under the care
of her daughter in law emma in 1856 still consistent in her testimony of

her sons work
letter to her brother solomon mack written the year
after her baptism lucy displays her knowledge and zeal regarding the
latter day work of god the letter is a buff colored folded sheet written
on three sides in black ink that has faded to sienna brown lucy s handwriting is petite and precise abounding in book of mormon vernacular
lucys beliefs and admonishes her brother and his
the letter testifies of bucys
family to come to the light of the restored gospel 7 her writing sets the
theme for this group of letters taste the love of god and share it
in an 1831

bushman joseph smith 135
lucy s book A critical edition of lucy mack
15 lavina fielding anderson ed
smith s family memoir salt lake city signature books 2001 529 34
16 ronald W walker
lucy mack smith speaks to the nauvoo saints BYU
studies 32 no 1i and 2 1992 276 84
17 in her letter lucy alludes to book of mormon ideology and doctrine readers
will recognize passages from scripture including the book of mormon title
tlde page i nephi
tide
2528 19 2612 2813 16 30 291 10 jacob 570 72 mormon
104 18 198 2 nephi 2518
922 25 and moroni 11 4 719
14
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waterloo18 january 6tn

dear brother

85

1831

19
sister19
& Sister

although we are at a great distance from each
other and have not had the pleasure of seeing each other for many years 20
yet 1I feel a great anxiety in your welfare and especially for the welfare of
your souls and you yourselves must know that it is a thing of the greatest
importance to be prepared to meet our god in peace for it is not long
before he is to make his appearance on the earth with all the hosts of
heaven for to take vengance
vengence
ven gance on the wicked & they that know not god 2 1 by
1

searching the prophecies contained in the old testament we find it there
prophecied
prophesied that god will set his hand the second time to recover his people
the house of israel he has now commenced this work he hath sent forth a
revelation in these last days & this revelation is called the book of mormon it contains the fullness of the gospel to the gentiles and is sent forth
to show unto the remnant of the house of israel what great things god hath
done for their fathers that they may know of the covenants of the lord &
that they are not cast off forever and also of the convincing of both jew and
gentile that jesus is the christ the eternal god and manifests himself
unto all nations it also contains the history of a people which were led out
of jerusalem six hundred years before the coming of christ in the flesh
god seeing the wickedness of the inhabitants of jerusalem he sent out a

payette
waterloo new york is ten miles northwest of
offayette
fayette this letter coincided with
a conference of the church at the whitmer home in fayette joseph smith jr history of
ad ed rev 7 vols salt
lanner
latter day saints ed B H roberts 2d
the church ofjesus
of lanter
of jesus christ oftatter
lake city deseret book 1971 1140 hereafter cited as history of the church
solomon was the
19 solomon mack 1773 1851 and ester hayward 1773 1844
youngest mack brother and lucy the youngest sister two years separated them lucy
was hesitant to include any details of his life in her history reasoning that he was yet
alive and could write his own history lucy mack smith biographical sketches 35
gilsum new hampshire for most of his adult life
20 solomon mack lived in giljum
gilsum is 286 miles east of waterloo solomon s siblings likely did not have much
since giljum
interaction with him in her history lucy published an 1835 letter from her brother
jason to solomon that also referred to the many years that had passed since they had
seen each other lucy mack smith biographical sketches 52 53
21 this period as grant underwood has shown in the millenarian world ofearly
of early
nial
millennial
mormonism urbana university of illinois press 1993 was a time of ardent minen
expectations for the saints and christians in general many believed the second coming of christ was imminent or had already occurred surely the common usage of different variations of the phrase 1 I come quickly throughout the new revelations added
to these millennial expectations of the saints see doctrine and covenants 3318
0318
3412
3527 368
18
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prophet named lehi and commanded him to declare to the people that
unless they repented of their sins that the city would be destroyed but they
would not hear him but sought to take away his life therefore the lord
commanded him to take his family together with another man named ishmael and his family and flee out of the city and they were led by the hand
of the lord on to this continent and they became very numerous and were
ed of the lord but there arose contentions among
peopple highly favoured
a peopples
favour
them and the more wicked part of them being led by one of the sons of lehi
named laman arose up in rebellion against their bretheren and would not
keep the commandments of god therefore he sent a curse upon them and
caused a dark skin to come over them and from laman our indians have
descended the more righteous part of them were led by another of the sons
of lehi named nephi he being a prophet of the lord I1 can not give you
much of an insight into these things but 1I write this that when you have an
opportunity of receiving one of the books that you may not reject it for
god has pronounced a curse upon all they who have efe
eee
feht
eft a chance to receive
it and will not for by it they will be judged at the last day there are many
in these parts who profess to know god and to be his humble followers that
when this thing is offered them they say we have 21
2 bible enough and want
no more but such are in the gaul of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity
and understand not the bible which they have for all the holy prophets
speak plainly of the gathering of the house of israel and the coming forth
of this work and god says he will give us line upon line precept upon precept here a little and there a little there are more nations than one and if
god would not reveal himself alike unto all nations he would be a partial
god we need not suppose that we have all his words in our bible neither
need we think that because he has spoken once that he can not speak again
perhaps you will enquire how this revelation came forth it has been hid up
in the earth fourteen hundred years it was placed there by moroni one
hites it was en
of the Nep
engraven
nephites
graven
engraved upon plates which have the appearance of
gold he being a prophet of the lord and seeing the wickedness of the
people and knowing that they must be destroyed and also knowing that if
the plates fell into the hands of the Lama
nites that they would destroy
lamanites
them for they sought to destroy all sacred writings therefore he hid them
up in the earth having obtained a promise of the lord that they should
come forth in his own due time unto the world and I1 feel to thank my god
that he hath spared my life to see this day joseph after repenting of his sins
and humbling himself before god was visited by an holy angel whose
countenance was as lightening and whose garments were white above all
whiteness and gave unto him commandments page torn which
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inspired him from on high and gave unto him power by the means of
which was before prepared that he should translate this this book 22 and by
reading this this our eyes are opened that we can see the situation in
which the world now stands fig 2 that the eyes of the whole world are
blinded that the churches have all become corrupted yea every church
upon the face of the earth that the gospel of christ is no where preached 23
this is the situation which the world is now in and you can judge for your
selves if we did not need something more than the wisdom of men for to
show us the right way god seeing our situation had compassion upon us
and has sent us this revelation that the stumbling block might be removed
that whosoever would might enter he has now established his church
upon the earth as it was in the days of the apostles he has now made a
volce and enter
new and everlasting covenant www and all that will hear his voice
he says they shall be gathered together into a land of promise and he himself will come and reign on earth with them a thousand years he is now
sending forth his servants for to prune his viniard for the last time and wo
be 131
3 unto them that will not hear them there are many who think hard
when we tell them that the churches have all become corrupted but the
lord god hath spoken it and who can deny his word they are all lifted up
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excerpt from lucy mack smith s 1831 letter to solomon and ester mack in this
portion of the letter lucy recounts the angel moroni s visit to her son lucy s letter
written in petite and precise handwriting contains many references to the book of
weli as her testimony of the restored gospel
mormon as well
FIG 2

see doctrine and covenants 20
206
2o66 8 and history of the church 110 12
1838 and 1842 accounts of the first vision he focused
18321838
23 in joseph smith s 1832
on the corruption of all churches on the earth at that time see history of the church
dences and
evidences
elidences
Eli
i155 6 and milton V backman jr joseph smith s first vision confirming evi
ad ed salt lake city bookcraft 1980 155 69
contemporary accounts 2d
22
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in the pride of their hearts and think more of adorning their fine sanctuaries than they do of the poor and needy the priests are going about
preaching for money and teaching false doctrines and leading men down
to destruction by crying peace peace when the lord himself hath not spoken it when our saviour was upon the earth he sent forth his disciples and
commanded them to preach his gospel and these signs he said should follow them that believed in my name they shall do many wonderful works
they shall cast out devils they shall take up serpents and if they drink any
deadly thing it shall not hurt them they shall lay hands on the sick and they
shall recover24
recover 24 now where can we find these signs following they that call
themselves preachers of the gospel and why they do not follow it surely
must be because they do not believe and do not teach the true doctrine of
changeth
ngeth not
christ for god is the same yesterday today and forever and cha
chanreth
we read that at the day of pentacost people being pricked in their hearts
began to cry saying men and brethren what shall we do and peter being
filled with the holy ghost stood up and said repent every one of you and
sed in the name of our lord jesus christ for a remission of your
be baptized
baptised
bapti
sins and you shall receive the holy ghost 25 page torn this promise was
ise
lse is to you
promise
not to them alone for he goes on to say this page torn prom
and to your children and to all who are afar off page torn as many as the
lord our god shall call therefor the promise extends unto us if we will
obey his commands peter did not tell them to go away and mourn over
their sins weeks and months and receive a remission of them and then
sed but he told them first to repent and be baptised
baptized
baptised
baptized
come and be bapti
bapti sed and
the promice
pr ornice was they should receive a remission of their sins and the gift
of the holy ghost and this is the gospel of christ and his church is
established in this place and also in the ohio there has been three hundred added to the church in the ohio within a few weeks and ther are
some added to this church almost daily 26 the work is spreading very fast
1I
must now close my letter by entreating you as one that feels for your souls
int erets in christ and when you have an opportunity to receive
interets
to seek an interests
it but read it and examine for yourselves 1I will
this work do not
now bid you farewell and I1 want you to some of you come here or write

reject

24 see

mark 1617

18

see acts 237 38
26 parley P pratt noted that the churches in ohio had increased to more than a
thousand members and those in new york to several hundred parley P pratt jr ed
ath ed salt lake city deseret book 1961 61
the autobiography of Parley parker pratt 5th
25
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immediately for we expect to go away to the ohio early in the spring
27
if you write this winter you may direct your letters to waterloo
1831
i83i27
seneca county
1I want you to think seriously of these things for they are the truths of
the living god please to accept this from your sister lucy smith fig 31
3
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1831

letter to solomon and

lucy would lead a group of eighty to kirtland in february or march of the
same year lucy mack smith biographical sketches 172 84
grisum
ofgiisum
giisum
28 keene new hampshire is nine miles south of
falls
falis
fails is five miles east of waterloo
29 seneca fauls
30 in her 1853 history written in 1845 46 lucy mentions that solomon was
known as captain for at least twenty years lucy mack smith biographical sketches 35
27
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letter of phebe peck to anna pratt

1832

june 1830 amid the harassment of neighbors a young widow
phebe peck was baptized a member of the newly formed church of
31
phebe crosby was
york
in
new
in
lesville
a
dammed
Co
colesville
river
christ
born in march 1800 to elisha crosby and susan lowell at unadilla otsego
county new york phebe married benjamin peck in about 1819 they had
five children together before his death in 1829 32 they lived in bainbridge
new york and after her husband was gone phebe maintained a close
relationship with his extended family who lived nearby benjamins family
comprised a good portion of those baptized with phebe and became
Co lesville saints 33 they were persecuted from the time of
known as the colesville
their baptisms until the oppression reached an apex and they left new
york the following april
phebe left colesville
Co lesville with the other saints for thompson ohio which
offered just a brief respite from their troubles and tribulations the initial
good will of leman copley who invited the uprooted group to his farm to
live was short lived after Co
pleys disenchantment with the church and
copleys
colleys
difficulties of the colesville
Co lesville saints they were on the move
the personal diffculties
again within a couple of months with hopes of zion fresh in their minds
they were some of the first saints to settle in jackson county missouri
in

31

Co lesville saints for baptisms the bapmobs tore down the dam built by the colesville

tisms had to be postponed until the following day when the dam could be rebuilt the
confirmations planned for that same evening also had to be postponed until later
the majority of information about phebe given here comes from william G hartley
foseph knight family 1825 1850 provo utah
joseph
they are my friends A history of the doseph
grandin book 1986 51 53 larry C porter A study of the origins of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints in the states of new york and pennsylvania 1816 1831
phd diss brigham young university 1971 provo utah BYU studies 2000
202 301 and international society daughters of utah pioneers pioneer women of faith
and fortitude 4 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers publishers press
1998

32549

1821
1820
hezekiah ino
1823 died young heniko 1859 samantha ini
iki 1839 henry 1823
rietta 1823 1896 and sarah jane 1825 1893 were their children henry and henrietta
were twins
33 benjamin pecks two brothers hezekiah peck 1782 1850 and ezekiel peck
gim
flies also joined with the saints at Co
fam
families
lesville they were all
colesville
1785 1850 and their gam
baptized on june 291830
29 1830 benjamin s sister polly peck knight 1774 1831 had married joseph knight sr and the pecks had become acquainted with joseph smith
through joseph knight who joseph smith called a faithful old man records of early
church families utah genealogical and historical magazine 26 july 1935 108 9

32
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the

Co lesville group was an integral part of the first emigration to
colesville
missouri phebe and her family were active members of the kaw township congregation where she taught her children the principles of the
gospel and supported her family as a tailoress 34 then after twelve years
of providing for her family alone phebe married joseph knight sr following the death of his first wife polly peck knight in 1831
183 polly was a
phebea first husband phebe and joseph had two children
sister of phebes
together for a total of sixteen though most of the children were already
living away from home at the time of their marriage joseph was twenty
phebea senior 35
eight years phebes
phebe experienced the expulsion of the saints from jackson county
the later difficulties in northern missouri the move to and life in nauvoo
and the sorrow associated with the martyrdoms
martyr doms of joseph and hyrum
smith joseph knight sr died in 1847 after his death phebe married cornelius P lott 36 thereafter phebe spent her time with her children and
their families until her death in 1849 37
1

falth and fortitude 32549
of faith
34 pioneer women offaith
in his journal newel knight described their union in this way my father had
married again after my mothers death a widow peck my mothers brothers widow with
four small children he was now getting old & it seemed a hard struggle for him to get
along newel knight autobiography and journal 511
church archives in 1845
51
phebe was to be sealed to joseph knight sr in the nauvoo temple but she initially
refused she said that she cared for him but did not love and honor him as her head
and bosom companion they were separated for a season but after some discussion
with a church leader phebe showed up at the temple the day of the scheduled sealing
though there seemed to be no major difficulties between phebe and her husband tension seemed continually present between phebe and joseph
josephss older children newel
knight autobiography 40 in
lii church archives
iii
ill
36 they were married at winter quarters nebraska on march 301847 there is
no record of them living together see for example records of early church famil35

ies

109
37 the exact

date of phebe s death is unknown on may 6 1849 from andrew
county missouri martha long peck phebe s sister in law wrote a letter to her son
phebea death she also mentioned
Corland ville new york telling him of aunt phebes
reed in corlandville
the deaths of joseph knight sr and newel knight both of whom had died two years
previously martha long peck to reed peck church archives to further complicate
the matter newels widow lydia knight wrote to brigham young from pottawat
tomie county iowa on may 28
1849 explaining that she would not be heading west
281849
that season as mother knight claimed that the wagons and cattle which were rightly
phebea daughters married rich brothers
lydias were given to the riches two of phebes
charles and thomas after lydias inquiry into the matter the property was given to
her but not in time for her to go west that season brigham young papers incoming
correspondence church archives though lydias letter was written after martha s
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though the historical record does not supply us with many specific
phebes life her 1832 letter to anna pratt gives us what other
details of phebea
records do not it provides a detailed account of a time of reflection and
relative peace in zion her candor as she shared her beliefs and her plain
spoken censure of and admonitions to her non mormon friends who had
not accepted the message of the restoration evidences her devotion to
the restored gospel the photocopy of the phebe peck letter suggests
II written on
that the original document was one folded sheet 15 x 11
three sides in meticulous penmanship in dark ink
I1

I1

independence3838
independence
1v1

uj

august the 10
lo 1832
i82
affectionate sister39
sister39
1I received your letter jan
401I1 esteemed
22 which gave me great pleasure 40
it as a blessing to have the prive
ledge of hearing from you once more you
priveledge
must forgive my negligence in not writing before as I1 have been busily
engaged in business but I1 shall now attempt to aritte
writte you the sentiments of
rated a great disseparated
seperated
my heart in the fear of my god I1 can realize that I1 am sepe
tance from you but yet my mind will often travel back to the place of your
abode but anna it is not because I1 wish myself back but it is because of the
of
the
feelings I1 have for you and the rest of my relatives in that part odthe
ofthe
world41
rated by roling bellows of water but the lords
seperated
sepe
world41 yes we are separated

lydia may have been writing about a past event that would lead one to believe that
phebe must have died by may 1849 since she is absent from any records farther west
than winter quarters
38 phebe was most likely living in nearby kaw township at the time though
return letters would have to be directed to independence hartley joseph knight family
the church 1196 206
orthe
77 history of
was a rela39 anna jones pratt ca 1813 0 wife of stephen B pratt ca 1810
tive of phebe larry C porter ye shall go to the ohio exodus of the new york
saints to ohio 1831 in regional studies in latter day saint church history ohio ed
milton V backman jr provo utah brigham young university department of
church history and doctrine 1990 8 9 it is possible that anna was phebe s sister but
Elisha and susan crosby the familbecause ofa
of a lack of ofinformation
information about the family of
ofelisha
ial connection remains in question anna and stephen B are found in the 1840 and 1850
Chenango county
census for new york state living in bainbridge chenango
odthe
the january 22 letter is unknown
of
40 the location ofthe
Chenango county new
41 census records show there were pratts and pecks in chenango
york throughout most of the nineteenth century
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protecting hand has been over us through all our travels and has brought
us safely to this land where 1I shall spend the remainder of my days and if I1
ever see you again it will be upon this land and 1I will assure you it would be
a joyful meeting to us all I well remember the last time 1I saw you when 1I
took my leave of you the sensations of my heart at that time I1 think will
42 although I1 did not know when I1 left that I1
me42
never be forgotten by me
should be called to come thus far and 1I presume it has been that which
has caused you to almost wonder but did you know as 1I know concerning our leaving ohio43 you would not but you do not neither can 1I tell you
but this much I1 can say that did you know of the things of god and could
you receive the blessings that I1 have from the hand of the lord you would
mis
teries
misteries
not think it a hardship to come here for the lord is revealing the mysteries
of the heavenly kingdom unto his children44
children44 and these blessings in your
ledge if
priveledge
state of unbelief you can not enjoy but you may yet have the prive
heardened
ened your heart against these things and 1I
heartened
you have not entirely heard
an
would exhort you not to regect
annother
nother call you have been called to repent
rebect annether
of your sins and obey the gospel you have been convicted from time to time
but you could not give up all for christ and now I1 feel to say that if you do
not give up all and follow your lord and 2 and master you will not be
made worthy to partake of the celestial glories in the kingdom of our god
1I hope
these things and ponder them in your heart for
you will think of
ofthese
they are of great worth unto the children of men 1I must tell you the joyful
news of the workings of the lord among the children we have had the
pleasing view of beholding eleven chldren
caldren from 8 years old to 14 go down
into the water in obedience to the commands of god among whom was my
1

42 phebe s language depicts a very intimate relationship whether or not they
were sisters as relatives living in the same town anna and phebe most likely had much
interaction phebe was baptized on june 28 1830 by oliver cowdery there is no
record of anna being baptized though she knew joseph smith in bainbridge new
york and originally planned to leave with the colesville
Co lesville members she ran away to
get married to stephen and did not go with the saints harriet E shay statement cited
in porter new york saints to ohio 8 9
43 at the january 1831 conference in fayette new york attended by newel knight
lesville joseph introduced the concept of gathering docCo
colesvifle
and possibly others from colesville
trine and covenants sections 37 and 38 were given coincident with the conference and
Colesville saints began to
include the command to gather after the conference the colesville
pack and attempted to sell their property in order to gather to missouri they left
july 26 hartley they are my
on luly
june 28 and arrived in jackson county onjuly
thompson on june28
friends 64 66 68 73 74
44 this closely relates to the revelation included in doctrine and covenants 67
and 4261
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three oldest45
oldest45 can we not rejoice in seeing the rising generation growing up
in the knowledge of the lord and 1I think by giving them good instructions
they will grow up and be strong in faith they will arise and testify what the
lord has done for them in the pre
sance of a congregation of people
presance
cresance
enjoyer himself well he will take up his cross and pray in
hezekiah says he enjoyes
the family when asked46
asked41 my children are all contented and 1I am very
thankful for it47 henrietta and sarah express a great desire to see you I1 have
not gone to ke epping house as yet but I1 expect to next fall my health is
tolerable good and also the health of all our friends 1I must draw to a close
pollard48 and
by requesting you to give my love to your husband and miss pollard48
all enquireing
enquire ing friends phebe peck
write as soon as you receive this

anna pratt
sister patty49
it is with a thankful heart for the preservation of my life and wor
for the
priveledge
prive ledge of writing to you that 1I desire to improve these moments I often
think of you while in my lonely meditation and sometimes it will cause a
deep sigh to burst forth from my bosom thinking that perhaps 1I never shall
see you again while in this world and again when 1I think 1I have forsaken
all for christ it brings consolation that surpasses the grief on the other
hand you must realize my sister that nothing but the mercies of god and
his consola
consolating
ting spirit that has upheld me while passing through the trials of
A few lines to

1

hezekiah samantha and henrietta peck were 12
io and 9 years old respec1210
tively sarah jane her youngest was 6 years old at the time of the letter
46 hezekiah was named after his uncle hezekiah peck though the commandment to take up your cross in the which you must pray vocally dac
d&c 236 was
specifically directed at joseph knight sr phebe demonstrates that its relevance to all
saints was established early on see also doctrine and covenants 12 the voice of the
lord is unto all men
47 As phebe seems concerned that her children are growing up in truth and light
it is interesting that just prior to this letter the lord specifically mentioned in revelation
that the children of
ofzion
zion were growing up in wickedness dac
d&c 68
ponard ca 1797 0 is listed as living with the pratts in the 1850 census
48 minerva pollard
her relationship to the family is unknown
49 the patty mentioned here may be hezekiah peck s wife martha long peck
who was known as patty however she was in independence missouri with phebe at
the time of the letter s creation As with anna phebe demonstrates an intimate relation ship with patty
tionship
45
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50 and could
s50
friends50
parting with my near and dear friend
you but see and believe
friends
as 1I do the way would be opened and you would come to this land and we
should behold each other and rejoice in the things of god for this is A day
51 31
ofrejoiceing
rejoice ing and also a day of mourning51
mourning5l
of
mourning
rejoiceing
we rejoice when we realize the wonderful works of our heavnly
heavily father
and his dealings towards his children yes 1I rejoice in the commands and
revelations that has been given in these last days52 and again I1 feel to
mourn many times because of the unbelief of the children of men I1 feel
to rejoice with those that rejoice and to weep with those that weep
joseph smith and sidney rigdon made us A visit last spring and we
had many joyful meetings while they were here and we had many mysteries
misteries
unfolded to our view which gave me great consolation53
consolation53 we could view the
condescendsion
sion of god in prepareing
prepa reing mansions of peace for his chilcondescend
whoso will not receive the fullness of the gospel and stand as
dren and choso
valient soldiers in the cause of christ cannot dwell in the prea
sence of the
preasence
pleasence
father and the son but there is a place prepared for all who do not
receive but it is a place of
much lesser glory then to dwell in the celestial
ofmuch
kingdom 1I shall not attempt to say army
anny farther concerning these things as
they are now in print54 and are going forth to the world and you perhaps

phebe had lived in chenango
Che nango county new york most of her life though the
assurance that she was doing right in leaving with the saints consoled her it did not
eliminate the difficulty of parting with friends and family when she left in 1831 she did
not know when she would again see them
51 see alma 2812
52 before 1832 when the church first attempted to print the revelations church
members learned of the revelations as they were written down and passed around certain revelations were more popular and circulated more widely than others phebe
refers to a number of the early revelations in her letter demonstrating her desire to
learn every new thing that had been revealed by the lord daniel ludlow A companvols salt lake city deseret book
ion to your study of the doctrine and covenants 2 VOIS
1978 131 robert J woodford the historical development of the doctrine and
111
lip
covenants volumes 1I lii
IIP
iii
lir phd dissertation brigham young university 1974
reprinted on CD provo utah the joseph fielding smith institute for latter day
muton
saint history and BYU studies 2001 14 milton
mllton V backman jr the heavens
j83o 1838 salt lake city deseret
resound A history of the latter day saints in ohio 1830
book 1983 89 92
53 when this letter was written the revelation we now know as doctrine and
covenants section 76 had been published as A vision evening and morning star july
10 11
1832
183210
54 joseph smith and sidney rigdon visited jackson county missouri in april
1832 present day sections 82 and 83 of the doctrine and covenants were received during their stay the decision to print the revelations in the original book of
50
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will have an opportunity of reading for your self and if you do I1 hope you will
read with a careful
care ful and a prayerful heart for these things are worthy of
notice and I1 desire that you may search into them for it is that which
lends to our happiness in this world and in the world to come
you perhaps would like to know something about my situation I1 can
tell you I1 have plenty to eat drink and to wear and enjoy as good health as 1I
did in bainbridge we have good water and this is a delightful country we
can raise our own cotton and flax and all things that the heart can wish

hezekiah is now at work with one of the brothers in the church and has
earned seven dollars in five weeks the rest of the children live with me they
often speak of their cousins in that place and wish me to send their best
love to you and your children 1I must finish my letter but 1I would warmly
requat you to write for my anxiety is great to hear from you please to give
requst
my respects to my brothers and tell them not to forget that they have A sis55
551I1 add no more P peck
ter in missouri551
missouri55
Missouri
independence mo
lith
n1
aug na

mr
stephen D pratt
56
bainbridge56
Chen
engo county
chenengo
south bainbridge
chenenko

NY

commandments as commanded by the lord was made during the april conference as
recorded in section 1i of the doctrine and covenants
crosbywere
were the broth55 though there are no sisters listed foster and archibald crosby
ers of phebe according to records of early church families 108 there is a foster
crosby in the new york 1830 census living in southeast putnam county new york
close to new york city archibald is not listed in that census
56 south bainbridge present day afton is approximately fifteen miles northeast
ofcolesville
of
colesvifle present day ninevah new york
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1834

Loyal sock pennsylvania in 1798 was the
rebecca swain born in loyalsock
youngest of the nine children of isaac fisher swain and elizabeth hall 57
elizabeth died while rebecca was young and the family moved around the
northeast until they settled in niagara county new york where her
father remarried when rebecca was seventeen she met frederick
granger williams the tall dark eyed pilot of the ship on which rebecca
crossed lake ontario to visit her sister sally clark
dark
oark in detroit frederick
called often at the dark
clark
oark home and he and rebecca were married in late
18
18 IS 58
1815
frederick and rebecca and their four children moved around the
great western reserve of ohio before finally settling in kirtland mills
ohio in 1828 or 1829 there frederick took up the practice of medicine 59 As frederick worked rebecca aided him with patients and learned
medical terms and treatments
R pratt ziba peterson and peter
in fall 1830 oliver cowdery parley P
whitmer
whitmerjr
jr stopped in kirtland on their journey west rebecca and frederick were members of sidney Rig
dons campbellite congregation in the
rigdons
community like many other followers of rigdon they listened with interest to the missionaries message of christs restored church a new
prophet joseph smith and a newly published record of ancient people
in the americas the book of mormon rebecca and her four children
attended all of the missionaries private meetings accompanied by her
husband when his work schedule would permit she was convinced of the

isaac swain 1759 1838 and elizabeth hall swain 1755 1813 most biographical information about rebecca swain used here comes from lucy ellen
williams godfrey biographical information on rebecca S williams ca 1930 and
1935 church archives and nancy clement williams meet dr frederick granger
williams second counselor to the prophet joseph smith in the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints and his wife rebecca swain williams pioneer of 1849
MO read their
true story in the first introduction after 100
aioo
ioo years independence mo zion s
printing and publishing 1951
58 they were married in wyandotte wayne county michigan frederick G
williams frederick granger williams of the first presidency of the church BYU
studies12
12 no 3 1972 244
studies
i838 an
59 their children were lovina susan 1816 1847 joseph swain 1819 1838
invalid and a major source of concern for rebecca lucy eliza 1821
and ezra
granger 1823 1905 frederick s medical services were a needed service on the ohio
frontier he became very successful through much study and was soon visited by doctors from other parts of the country who wanted to learn from him
57
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truthfulness of mormonism and was soon baptized frederick needed
more convincing he decided for a time to leave it alone but could not and
was later baptized 60
frederick was very enthused about his new religion and the day after
his baptism he left on a mission to missouri with oliver cowdery
although frederick planned to return after three weeks rebecca did not
see him for ten months between her husbands calling in joseph smiths
first presidency and his missionary efforts for rebecca the mission to
missouri would be the beginning of many long months of caring for her
family without the aid of her husband rebeccas youngest son ezra was
her support during fredericks absence and throughout the rest of

rebeccas life
with the missionary zeal of a new convert rebecca eagerly wrote to
her father to inform him of her newfound faith she was devastated when
only a thin letter of response came back to her her news infuriated her
father and he insisted that she leave the church when she would not he
disowned her and vowed to cut off all communication with her 61 evidenced by the remnant of this 1834 letter to her half brothers and her
father the threat was only partially carried out in her 1835 patriarchal
blessing rebecca was promised in consequence of thy prayers and thy
tears thou shall yet prevail and the lord will give thee thy fathers family
who are now far from the way of salvation but the lord will make bare
his arm and show mercy unto them IN MAKING THY HUSBAND A SAVIOR
1162
UNTO THEM 62 she held hope for this throughout her life
frederick and rebecca gave liberally of their time and means to the
building up and protecting of the church in kirtland before joseph and
emma smiths own home was finished in kirtland the prophet and his
wife lived across the street with frederick and rebecca one day as a
mob came and surrounded the home rebecca astutely dressed joseph in
her bonnet and cloak and he was able to leave the house and pass

there is some discrepancy as to their baptismal dates there was either one day
or several weeks between their baptisms williams meet dr frederick granger
60

williams 55 godfrey biographical information
61 even her letters to her brother john to whom rebecca was particularly close
were returned unopened on the back of one of the returned letters john wrote
father forbids me reading your letter or to write to you goodbye and bless you
always your brother john williams meet dr frederick granger williams 63 despite
her father s actions rebeccas eldest sister sarah swain clark joined the church in
michigan in 1832 williams meet dr frederick granger williams 63 72
62 As cited in williams meet dr frederick granger williams 89
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through the crowd to safety in march 1832 rebecca and frederick spent
a night removing tar from josephs body after he was mobbed in hiram
ohio such help allowed joseph to be ready to preach before a packed house
the next morning
according to historian andrew jenson frederick succumbed to
improper influences during the difficulties in kirtland in 1837 633 As a
result he was rejected as a counselor in the first presidency at far west
missouri in november 1837 and was excommunicated twice during this
time of strain rebecca remained stalwart in her defense of joseph smith
and the restored church rumors of fredericks dissent reached her
father isaac swain in niagara and he promptly wrote her a letter asking
her to return home when rebecca
rebeccass reply arrived in september 1838
reaffirming her faith isaac lamented not a word of repentance64
repentance 64
frederick was re baptized and died in full fellowship in 1842 at quincy
illinois rebecca lived the rest of her life as a faithful member of the
church she received temple ordinances at nauvoo alongside her son
ezra shortly before the journey to utah she became a plural wife of
heber C kimball though she was considered a wife in name only 65 she
initially lived in salt lake city helping her son ezra with his medical practice before moving to mill creek in salt lake county she later helped
colonize utahs cache valley with her children and grandchildren
186
rebecca died of consumption at smithfield utah on september 25 1861
step brothers written while
rebeccas 1834 letter to her father and stepbrothers
her husband was serving as second counselor to the prophet portrays a
woman who feels and knows what she is witnessing she greatly desired
to see her family join the church a desire that provoked her to do whatever was in her power to bring it about in the face of adversity she did
not cower her strength and conviction are evident all that remains of
1

andrew jenson latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compilation
of jesus christ of
of biographical sketches ofprominent
of prominent men and women in the church ofjesus
36 152
latter day saints 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history 1901 36152
64 cited in williams meet dr frederick granger williams 197 rebecca was not
aware of this event one hundred years later the descendants of rebecca recovered an
unsent letter written to rebecca by her half brother george relaying the episode
63

williams meet dr frederick granger williams 197 the letter is currently housed in
church archives
65 kimball did not provide food or shelter for rebecca she remained with her
son ezra s family until her death kate B carter heber C kimball his wives and family
salt lake city utah printing 1967 7 and pioneer women of faith and fortitude
43394 95
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one buff colored sheet 7 x 12
12716
716 written with chestnut
ink and is presumably the last page of the letter her elegant script flows
with small flourishes

the letter

is

he got on hiso
urney I1 have been reading over your letter of may the
his hisourney
journey
again16 its gives me pain to here that
23 which 1I have read over again and again66
67
star67
your mind is so much disturbed about the book of mormon and the star
1I geal
feal afraid my father is in some degree gitting
teal
bitting into the same spirit you
ards the origen of the book of mormon
charge the editor with as it rega
regaards
thoir
batwin the author and the wit
theif is no disagreement in the book betwin
their cheif
61 the
68
nhy
nesses68
nesses
book plan
fly shoes for it self pa 547 and 548 and unto three
pl anly
pian
god 69 there is no conshall page torn be sheno
shono
shene shown by the power of god69
tra diction the plaits was found in the same manner that the auther sayes
manchestor ontario county I have heard the same
they was in the town of manchester
70
selves
storry from several of the family and from the three witnesses them selves70
I1 heard them declair in publick meeting that they saw an holly angel
come down from heaven and brought the plaits and laid them before their
eyes and told them that those was the plaits that joseph smith was translation the book of mormon from they are men of good character and their
belived fig 41
word is believed
4 ware they are acquainted in eny thing except
when they declair to this unbeliveng
unbe liveng generation that they have seen an
1

the location of the may

letter is unknown though its existence demonstrates that isaacs threat to cut off rebecca completely was not fully carried out
67 it is probable that this is a reference to the nine letters of ezra booth that were
unvailed
published in the ohio star in 1831 and later in E D howes mormonism unavailed
gainesville
painesville
painesvibe
ville ohio by the author 1834
Paines viBe
175 221 although it is unknown how rebeccas
1834175
father and brothers obtained the letters several new york newspapers had reprinted
the articles
68 in his third letter booth refutes the testimony of the three witnesses to the
book of mormon oliver cowdery david whitmer and martin harris in booths
testimony he tells of a commandment revelation that he read while on a mission in
missouri the commandment told the witnesses to see and hear those things by faith
and then they should testify to the world as though they had seen and heard as I1 see a
man and hear his voice the argument became whether the witnesses saw and heard
what they testified to or if it was their imagination howe mormonism unavailed
unvailed
66

23

186 87

69 moroni prophesied of the three witnesses in ether 2
girn
farn
fly and the three witnesses testified to the veracity
family
70 joseph smith his garn
smiths account throughout their lives
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excerpt from rebecca william s 1834 letter to isaac swain in this passage
rebecca bears her testimony of the three witnesses writing to her father who rejected
mormonism rebecca testifies of the truth and desires her family to join in her belief
FIG 4

angel of god and conversed with him my father 1I hardly know what to say
to you did you and mother know the circumstances as we do in relation to
this work I1 am persuaded you would bele belive it my heart morns for my
relation according
acording to the flesh but all that 1I can do is to commend them to
god praying that he would enliten
enliven your minds in the way of truth there is
expets to go to canada soon711
soon 71 1 have talked with
one of our Br eathern who expects
him about going to see you if he does I1 hope you will have a plesant visit
with him as he his a man of information capable of teaching the gospie as
it is in jesus my dear father do you belive that all the churches are of the
lord the lord has said by the mouth of hhisis servant joseph that this is
the only church upon the face of the whole earth with which the lord was
well pleased with speaking unto the churches collectively and not individually for 1I the lord can not look upon sin with the least degree of allowance
nevertheless he that repen
teth and doeth
repenteth
boeth the commandments of the lord
shall be forgiven and he that repenteth
repen teth not from him shall be taken even
the 2 light which 4 he hath received for my spirit shall not always strive
with man saith the lord of h osts 72 eq
as so than we see all that are pure in

early as 1830 members were teaching their family members and friends in
upper canada ontario the canadian mission opened in 1832 since the swains lived
on the southern side of lake ontario it would be uncomplicated for a missionary
heading to canada to stop off in youngstown daniel H ludlow ed encyclopedia of
mormonism 4 vols new york macmillan 19921251
1992 1251
72 doctrine and covenants 130 31
33 in 1834 the revelation we know as section 1i
3133
of the doctrine and covenants had been published as revelation given hiram ohio
november 1i 1831 evening and morning star march 1833 78
71 As
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73 1
me731
heart the lord will bless I1 want my brothers to write to me
pray the lord
to comfort you in your last day witth
ditth his holy spirit and may they be your
best days74 my children join me in love to you 1I must close my letter to ever
received from my
unintelligible I thatt I have recived
remember the instruction ttflinielligi
beloved father yours in love re williams
1

do write
work be
the helm
pass and

1

to us soon 1I hope your mind will be composed concerning this
feal
teal firm in the cause knowing that the lord is at
asureard
asu reard that we geal
h turn and over turn tell all things shall be brought to
and will th
iseral shall again rejoice in the lord
mills75
kirtland mijis75
jun
jun44
juna

rec1
recd june 12
decd
reci
1834
121834
mr isaac swain

youngstown
new york ni co76
c071

william and george swain to whom the letter is addressed were stepbrothers
step brothers
to rebecca their mother was patience dune rebecca s father s second wife her older
brother john was particularly close to rebecca as a child see godfrey biographical
information and williams meet dr frederick granger williams 12
74 isaac swain lived another four years
75 kirtland was also called kirtland mills prior to and throughout the stay of the
saints see backman the heavens resound 37
fails and thirty one miles
falis
76 youngstown is thirteen miles north of niagara falls
north of buffalo new york niagara county new york is bordered on the north by
73

lake ontario
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melissa dodge to william T morgan

103

1839

little documentary evidence survives to detail the story of melissa morgan dodges life this letter to her brother william T morgan is the only
writing of melissa dodge known to exist the shadowy outline of her life
story is found in family genealogical information and the records of her sons
melissa morgan was born blind to nathaniel morgan and mary
wheeler in jefferson county new york on october 28 1798 she was
the oldest of four children 77 when she was twenty she married erastus
dodge in nearby henderson melissa and erastus were baptized after
meeting mormon missionaries in 1832 their entrance into the church
was dramatic melissas oldest son augustus described the restoring of
his mothers sight by david W patten and warren parrish at the time
of her baptism he also explained that his crippled left elbow was
healed instantaneously as well 78
melissa bore fifteen children in her lifetime ten before she had sight
only seven of the fifteen matured to adulthood the other eight died
before their first birthdays and several are listed as having the same birth
and death date
melissa and her family moved to kirtland in spring 1834 erastus and
augustus worked on the kirtland temple and undoubtedly melissa also
expended time in aiding those working on the temple and in the completion of the temple itself the dodges moved with the saints from kirtland
to missouri arriving during the initial troubles in clay county they then
settled in caldwell county on shoal creek near far west at the surrender of far west in october 1838 erastus and augustus were both held
prisoner for eight or ten days once reunited the dodges were driven
out of missouri in the dead of winter and suffered much they crossed the
mississippi river to adams county illinois where the family lived until
they moved to nauvoo there they resided four blocks from the prophet
melissas son seth was a mason on the nauvoo temple and the rest of the
family also assisted in the construction of the temple and the masonic

information about nathaniel and mary s family is incomplete the ancestral
file
flie
he in the family history library salt lake city utah identifies a daughter margaret
1801
1801
and another of unknown name 0181
it does not include william as a son
1799
78 biographical information about the dodge family is found in augustus
erastus dodge mormon biographical sketches collection church archives
augustus erastus dodge reminiscences church archives and jenson biographical
encyclopedia 1742
77
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hall erastus died in august 1843 and after two years of widowhood
melissa died in 1845 79
though the view of melissa s life is limited the best glimpse we have
of what is obviously her true motivation in life shines through this one
personal record while her poetic flourishes demonstrate her appreciation for the world she then saw around her her rough articulation shows
a lack of formal education likewise she demonstrates her knowledge of
the scriptures and joseph smiths revelations melissas life was an intense
struggle and she stood with those who were willing to sacrifice all for
their beliefs 80 the melissa dodge letter is in excellent condition one tan
sheet 12 x 15 written on three folded sides with russet ink melissas letter is written almost scrawled in bold and broad strokes

june the 23 1839
thank fullness to the lord we are yet
dear brother and sister81
sister81 with thankfullness
alive and have this oppert
keting
leting
ting you no that we are in the land of
opportunity
unity of
ofle
ofie
ofleting
the living we have bin drove from our home and we are now in illinois in
82
land82
seth works out83 he has 14 dollars
adams county whear we rented land
we1184 the rest of the
a month sally works out this somer and is a doing well84
children are at home85
home85 all though we have bin driven by a cruel mob

m39 1845 orem
lyndon W cook comp nauvoo deaths and marriages 1839
utah grandin book 1994 21
80 joseph smith jr doctrine and covenants of the church of the latter day saints
kirtland ohio F G williams 1835 58 62
81 this letter is found in william T morgan correspondence church archives
morgan is listed as living in henderson new york in the 1830 and 1840 censuses information is not available as to the identity of his wife
82 the dodges lived near far west from spring 1835 until late 1838 adams
county illinois just south of hancock county was a place of refuge for many of the
saints after the expulsion from missouri many used adams county as a place of
preparation before moving on to nauvoo see susan E black and richard E bennett
eds A city of refuge quincy illinois salt lake city millennial 2000.
2000 with a branch
of the church at nearby freedom the dodges were in the company of many fellow
mormons of the iowa shore BYU
saints stanley B kimball nauvoo west the cormons
79

studies

no 2 1978 132 42
83 seth george dodge 1821 1882 melissa s oldest living son was eighteen at the
time the letter was written seth and sally worked away from home
84 sally morgan dodge 1826 1877 melissa s oldest daughter was thirteen at
this time
85 with sally and seth gone melissa had five children to care for at home by the
time she wrote this letter she had buried six children
18
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we can say like paul we take the spoiling of our goods joyfully noing
boing thear
is a god in heaven which will bring them to judgment in his one own
due time and the day is soon a coming when his saints shall not be driven
and harrist about by a cruel mob but thanks be to my god the day is night
nigh and the hour is neer when he will take vengenc
vengence on all the ungodly
and give his children a reward a crown of righteousness while the wicked
must perish under his wrath for theay have drive some from thear homes
and some theay have klied in a shocking maner some theay whiped
whiled and
some theay put in prison but all this is to show that the scripture shall be
full filled and the time dray nigh when the son of man will come to reine
fullfilled
with his saints86
Saints86 for the time is come that judgment must begin at the
87 and if it first
god87
begin at us what shall the end be of them that
house of god
obey not the gospel of god if
Right elous scarcely be saved whear shall
ifrighteous
Righteous
dinels strive to
the ungodly and sinner appear though wicked men and divels
keep us from that land and from thear homes the saints theay drive to try
the lords comand we are still determined
determind to maintain the faith wich
del
deliverd
iverd to the saints 2 and not fall away like some have and
once was delivered
88
deni the gospel of christ88
thought those that fel on stonny
christ theay are thoughs
immedi atly receive it with
ground who when theay have heard the word immediately
immediatly
gladness and no root in them selves and so endure but for a time after
ward89
ariseth for the words sake imme
ward when affliction or persecutions arideth
determind by the grace of god our
diately theay are offended but we are determined
lord and savor jesus christ to endure in faith to the end that we may
receive the crone that is prepared for his saints90
saints90 I prais my maker while I1
breathe if I am drove from place to place and serve the lord for this I no
he has no other church below 1I do feel to rejoyce that it is as well with us
as it is for god has bin our sheald
sheala and buckler91
buckler91 he has bin our covet
cover in the storme when we weare drove from missouri in febary
nealise fig 51
accost the prearas
acrost
5 your self how you
prearis prairies you must realise
would have felt to have bin drove from your home for nothing but for
1

1

1

see doctrine and covenants 4329
87 see doctrine and covenants 11225
88 the lord repeatedly warned the saints through revelation that if thou art not
wiit fall see d&c
aware thou wilt
dac 39 with ten to fifteen percent of members leaving the
church after the trials in kirtland and with continuing problems with apostasy through
the events in missouri the saints were accustomed to apostasy by the time they reached
illinois backman the heavens resound 462
89 see mark 416
go
90 see doctrine and covenants 7815
91 see doctrine and covenants 3514
86
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excerpt from melissa dodge s 1839 letter to william T morgan in this portion
her letter melissa expresses gratitude to her lord who delivered her family from the
of
other
missouri mobs melissa s letter shows great determination faith and hope in
m the face
of adversity
FIG

5

the religon
beligon of jesus christ in the dead of the winter on the open preras
pereras
prairies with your littles ones but thanks be to the almigty
almitty god he has
ve preserved us and has kep us from the hand of our cruel
preserveve
preserve
enemies who was threatening
threat
ning our lives daly & if I could see you and talk
threatning
with you 1I could tell you all about it we want to see you all or hear from
you may god grant to give you his spirit to enable you to see the thrutch
thruth as
it is in christ jesus that we may meet in the celestel kindom of god whear
parting is no more thear we shall sing our makers prais through out reims
92
we weant you should write and let us no whear our
days92
endlis days
of endlish
brothers and sisters all are so we can write to them to let them no that we
93
live93
and writ as soon as you get this letter that 1I may hear from
are a live
you once more for I cant express how I1 want to see you all and talk with you
and then 1I could tell you this from your brother and sister erastus and
melissa dodge
trends
give our love all enquiring frends
defect your letters to adams county
derect
pay1son
baylson
paylson
Pay lson
ison post office illinois
1 1

1

92

though melissa s handwriting and spelling are particularly crude in com-

parison to that of the other letters introduced in the article melissa s style is the
most poetic
93 there were at least three generations of morgans who lived in jefferson
flable on the dodge garn
available
county there is little information ava
farn fly
family
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heard last summer that father was dead94
dead94 thear fore I1 shant said
95
bleser are the dead that die in the lord95
not much about him blesed
imme atly that
dont for git to let me no whear you all are and writ
writee immeatly
may no whear you all are and then 1I will write more particulars
I1 see the little birds with ease fly over the hils
hlis and lofty trees could
hiis
comm
corm
com and talk with thee
quicly corn
but fly as well as theay 1I would quickly
melissa dodge
I
1

lord

I1

I
1

mr

to

william T morgan

ofhenderson
of
henderson CO
of jefferson NY
payson 11196
july 6

over
sandy hill
payson illinois

nathaniel morgan 1772 died sometime in the 18305 he was in henderson in
for the new york state census
95 revelation 1413 see also doctrine and covenants 2913
96 payson is located thirteen miles southeast of quincy illinois
94

1830

janiece johnson janiecejohnsonhotmailcom will continue her academic
career at vanderbilt university in fall 2002 she received a BA in political science and
an MA in american history from brigham young university this documentary
article is a selection from her master s thesis give it all up and follow your lord
mormon religiosity 1831 1843 brigham young university 2001 which explores the
themes of nineteen letters written by early mormon women As this is an ongoing
research topic the author requests the help of anyone who may have access to or
knowledge of letters written by early women in the church if you have information
about such documents you may contact her at the email address listed above the
author would like to thank the staff at the church archives for their help and support
in the research of this project
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